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1. Chief of Mission Priorities  
 

The United States and Australia are longstanding allies with an exceptionally close security and 

economic partnership, rooted in shared interests and democratic values that support our 

prosperity and security.  Mission Australia will continue to strengthen the U.S.-Australia 

Alliance – in particular our economic ties; security, defense, and intelligence relationships; and 

collaboration on regional and global challenges – while increasing support for the Alliance 

among the next generation.  

 

We are strategic allies and economic partners of choice. The United States is Australia’s largest 

single foreign investor, and the United States is Australia’s largest destination for outward 

foreign direct investment—clear indicators of our shared commitment to long-term economic 

growth and development.  We are Australia’s third largest trading partner, providing high-quality 

goods and services in both directions.  Our collaboration in science and technology will return us 

to the Moon, facilitate deeper exploration of space, and eventually enable a human mission to 

Mars.  Our economic cooperation spans every industry, creating high-paying jobs in both 

countries, providing investment opportunities, improving productivity, and raising living 

standards in both countries.  We are working together to tackle the climate crisis by developing 

the innovative technologies and tapping sustainable energy sources but must do more to lead 

global efforts to reduce carbon emissions.  We will continue to strengthen this partnership as we 

promote the essential role of the United States in Australia’s economic future by collaborating to 

develop cutting-edge innovations, secure our sensitive supply chains, and set the norms and 

standards that will govern emerging technology.  

 

Our cooperation on defense and security issues is founded on the Australia-New Zealand-United 

States (ANZUS) treaty, which marks its 70th anniversary in 2021.  Australia’s defense policy, 

laid out in its 2020 Defense Strategic Update, underscores a commitment to increased self-

reliance at home while combining with a robust U.S. presence to ensure security in the broader 

region.  Interoperability with U.S. forces remains a top priority:  Australia is the fifth largest 

importer of U.S. defense systems, ranks second in U.S. defense export markets, and is 

consistently among the global top 10 countries for U.S.-sourced defense acquisitions. We will 

expand our military partnerships and interoperability, increase defense industry cooperation, and 

manage and sustain our common systems.  We will strengthen law enforcement cooperation to 

counter foreign interference, address emerging networks of transnational crime syndicates, 

confront rising levels of racially and ethnically motivated violent extremism, and combat the 

increasing threats posed by cybercrime.   

 

Australia’s strategic location is amplified by its political and economic influence with countries 

across the region.  Together, we will continue to use diplomacy and assistance to support good 

governance and smart development decisions.  The United States and Australia, together with 

our Quad partners Japan and India, will cooperate to strengthen security efforts in the East and 

South China Seas.  We share a vision for a free, open, inclusive, prosperous, and healthy Indo-

Pacific, founded on democratic values and free from economic coercion and transnational 

threats.  We will deepen our cooperation on health security and science to protect Americans and 

Australians against emerging non-traditional threats, such as COVID-19 and future pandemics.  
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We will expand our important partnership with Australia on countering disinformation and 

foreign interference, working also with other Quad partners to strengthen democratic resilience 

throughout the Indo-Pacific.  Our relations with China are complex:  we will cooperate with 

China where we can, compete where we must, and confront Beijing’s aggressive and coercive 

actions.  

 

Australia plays an active leadership role in many of the multilateral organizations that underpin 

the international, rules-based order.  When the United States and Australia coordinate with one 

another in these organizations, we can achieve more than either of us could accomplish 

individually.  We will work with Australia and other allies and partners to achieve better results 

in multilateral fora and in regional architecture.  Having an active, like-minded partner in 

Australia – our staunch friend and ally that has worked with us for more than a century to extend 

peace and prosperity throughout the world – is essential to our success in the Indo-Pacific.  The 

United States’ Alliance with Australia is anchored in a deep connection between our peoples, a 

shared history, and a common set of democratic values.  We will enhance our engagement with 

the Australian public – in particular, with young Australian future leaders - to increase popular 

support for the Alliance and for a secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific.  We will implement 

programs that foster people-to-people exchanges; expand cooperation in agriculture, science, 

technology, health, and education; and conduct outreach and shape media messaging to build  

Australian public support so that our strategic partnership continues to deliver security and 

prosperity to Americans and Australians alike.  
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2. Mission Strategic Framework 

Mission Goal 1: Enhance security at home and abroad through strengthened 
U.S. ties with Australia 

Mission Objective 1.1: Increase Australia’s security capabilities with U.S. and 

regional partners to promote a free, open, and rules-based 

Indo-Pacific order 

Mission Objective 1.2: Provide improved consular services to U.S. citizens and 

U.S. government agencies to protect U.S. citizens and U.S. 

interests 

Mission Objective 1.3: Increase coordination, cooperation, and targeting with U.S. 

authorities to combat transnational crime, cybercrime, and 

terrorism 

Mission Objective 1.4: Increase public support for the U.S.-Australia Alliance and 
promote programs, networks, and partnerships that 
reinforce its foundational principles 

 

Mission Goal 2: Advance economic prosperity by expanding both the scope 

of U.S. goods and services to Australia and two-way 

investment flows 

Mission Objective 2.1: Generate commercial opportunities and remove trade and 

investment barriers to facilitate greater market access and 

expanded exports for U.S. companies and two-way 

investment opportunities 

Mission Objective 2.2: Build support for the U.S. – Australia strategic Alliance by 
promoting the essential role of the United States in 
Australia’s economic future 

 

Mission Goal 3: U.S.-Australian Alliance improves security, economic 

prosperity, governance and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 

region 

Mission Objective 3.1: Collaborate with Australia to address regional security and 

economic challenges and encourage resilience in the face of 

increasing threats 

Mission Objective 3.2: Improve bilateral coordination to achieve better results in 
the Pacific Islands and multilateral fora 
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Mission Objective 3.3: Increase Australian public support for U.S. and Australian 

leadership in a secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific that is 

free from economic and military coercion 

 

Management Objective 1:   Provide safe, secure, and adequate facilities to support 

Mission objectives 
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3. Mission Goals and Objectives 

 

Mission Goal 1:  Enhance security at home and abroad through strengthened 

U.S. ties with Australia 

 

Description and Linkages:  This goal reflects Pillar 1 of the 2017 National Security Strategy:  

to protect the American people, the homeland, and the American way of life. It also supports the 

State- USAID 2018-2022 Joint Strategic Plan Goal 1 (specifically, Objectives 1.3, 1.4, 1.5) and 

Goal 1 of the EAP Joint Regional Strategy. Consistent with the National Security Strategy, the 

Joint Strategic Plan, and Indo-Pacific Strategy, the Mission will seek to enhance security at 

home and abroad through strengthened U.S. ties with Australia, our closest ally in the region. 

Effective cooperation and coordination with Australia, including through regular consultations 

and an open exchange of ideas, is essential to our national security and will serve as a 

foundation for our strategy in the region. 

 

Mission Objective 1.1:  Increase Australia’s security capabilities with U.S. and 

regional partners to promote a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific order 

 

Justification:  As highlighted in our U.S. National Security Strategy, “Australia has fought 

alongside us in every significant conflict since World War I, and continues to reinforce 

economic and security arrangements that support our shared interests and safeguard 

democratic values across the region.” Among our closest political, military and intelligence 

partners, and with its advanced technology base and growing regional security profile, 

Australia represents the strong southern anchor of our Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy. 

 

Moreover, our National Defense Strategy makes it clear that revisionist powers such as China 

and Russia--which use military modernization, influence operations, and predatory economics 

to re-shape the region to fit their authoritarian models--have emerged as the central challenge 

to U.S. strategic objectives in the Indo-Pacific. Countering this threat will involve a whole-of-

government response which draws upon America’s robust network of regional allies and 

partners, among which Australia is central. 

 

Mission Objective 1.2:  Provide improved consular services to U.S. citizens and 

U.S. government agencies to protect U.S. citizens and U.S. interests 

 

Justification:  Protection of U.S. citizens abroad is the top responsibility of the Department of 

State. 
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Mission Objective 1.3:  Increase coordination, cooperation, and targeting with U.S. 

authorities to combat transnational crime, cybercrime, and terrorism 

 

Justification:  Post will work with Australia to broaden cooperation across all government 

agencies, particularly within the law enforcement communities. We will increase 

substantive U.S. law enforcement engagement with organizations that combat illegal 

narcotics trafficking, trafficking in persons, cybercrime, other forms of transnational crime, 

and terrorism. 

 

Mission Objective 1.4:  Increase public support for the U.S.-Australia Alliance and 

promote programs, networks, and partnerships that reinforce its foundational principles 

 

Justification:  Public opinion polls reveal that although Australian public support for the 

U.S.- Australia Alliance is firm, the Australian public’s trust in the United States to act as a 

responsible global leader has fallen. These findings, coupled with demographic shifts and the 

rise of a younger generation that is more skeptical of the Alliance, call for the U.S. Mission to 

Australia to reaffirm the United States’ unwavering commitment to the Alliance. The U.S. 

Mission to Australia will promote the historic and present-day security benefits of the U.S. – 

Australia Alliance while highlighting shared democratic values that build foundational trust 

between our two nations and support the rules-based international order. Public opinion polls 

suggest that Australians who have met Americans and engaged with American culture have a 

more favorable view of the United States, which in turn, extends to the Alliance. Public 

Affairs will seek to increase opportunities for such encounters through programs and 

partnerships aimed at deepening cultural ties between the United States and Australia and 

supporting a more informed and nuanced understanding of the United States and its policies.  

The U.S. Mission will continue to engage with traditional and social media to enhance 

understanding of U.S. policy, outline benefits to the Australian public of maintaining the U.S.-

Australia Alliance, and promote overall positive perceptions of the United States. 

 

 

Mission Goal 2: Advance economic prosperity by expanding both the scope of 

U.S. goods and services to Australia and two-way investment flows 

 

Description and Linkages:  This goal reflects Pillar 2 of the 2017 National Security 

Strategy: to promote American prosperity. It also supports the State-USAID 2018-2022 Joint 

Strategic Plan, Goal 2 (specifically Objective 2.1) and Goal 3 of the EAP Joint Regional 

Strategy. Consistent with the National Security Strategy, the Joint Strategic Plan, and Indo-

Pacific Strategy, the Mission will seek to sustain growth and prosperity driven by market 

economic policies, high-standards, increased connectivity, and strong bilateral cooperation. 

The Mission will continue to advocate for free, fair, and reciprocal trade with Australia while 
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promoting U.S. businesses and commercial interests. 

 

Mission Objective 2.1:  Generate commercial opportunities and remove trade and 

investment barriers, facilitate greater market access and expand U.S. exports and two-

way investment opportunities 

 

Justification:  The United States and Australia already enjoy an excellent economic and 

commercial relationship that began over a century ago and continues to grow.  The 

United States is, by far, Australia’s largest foreign investor, its second largest supplier of 

goods and services, and its third largest two-way trading partner. In addition, the United 

States is the top overseas destination for Australian investment. The United States runs a 

significant trade surplus with Australia, currently our sixth largest worldwide. 

There are few irritants in our bilateral trade and investment relationship. But while 

implemented in a transparent and nondiscriminatory manner, Australia’s evolving regulatory 

approach – particularly around the digital economy –increasingly presents challenges for 

American companies. Competition in the Australian market has increased as well.  Since the 

last ICS, Australia has signed several free trade agreements including the Comprehensive and 

Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

that will make the Australian market much more competitive for U.S. exporters. The high cost 

of energy in Australia and its focus on technological solutions to climate change provide 

opportunities for the Mission to advocate for U.S. gas and clean energy companies Australia 

plans to continue growing its defense spending and modernize its equipment.  At the same 

time, the government is implementing policies to build for a more capable and robust local 

defense manufacturing sector, which will be both an opportunity and a threat to U.S. defense 

contractors. 

 

 

Mission Objective 2.2:  Build support for the U.S.-Australia strategic Alliance by 

promoting the essential role of the United States in Australia’s economic future 

 

Justification:  While the bilateral economic relationship is strong, the Australian public does 

not demonstrate a deep understanding of the depth and breadth of our economic partnership or 

fully appreciate the benefits of U.S. economic engagement to Australia’s economic security 

and prosperity. Many Australians instead see China as the key to its economic future, 

undervaluing the role of the U.S. in the global economy, and believing the U.S. is a declining 

economic power. The public generally sees export figures as the sole indicator of economic 

importance rather than taking a broader view that incorporate the growth generated by U.S. 

investment in Australia. 

 

Such attitudes bleed into the Australian public’s overall view of the U.S. and the value of 
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our strategic Alliance with Australia. Changing these views will be a major challenge but is 

necessary to maintain Australia’s support for our Alliance, cooperation on regional and 

global security threats, and promoting common values and interests. 

 

Mission Goal 3: U.S.-Australian Alliance improves security, economic 

prosperity, governance and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region 

 

Description and Linkages:  This goal reflects Pillars 1, 2, and 4 of the 2017 National 

Security Strategy:  to protect the American people, to promote American prosperity, and to 

advance American influence. It also supports the State-USAID 2018-2022 Joint Strategic 

Plan, Goal 1 (specifically Objective 1.4), Goal 2 (specifically Objectives 2.1 and 2.3), and 

Goal 3 (specifically Objective 3.2). This goal also supports Goal 5 of the EAP Joint Regional 

Strategy. Consistent with the National Security Strategy, the Joint Strategic Plan, and Indo-

Pacific Strategy, the Mission will seek to leverage the U.S.- Australia Alliance to promote a 

rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific that advances democratic governance and resolves 

disputes peacefully. Regionally, the Mission will work with Australians to address key 

security concerns, advocate for democratic development, and safeguard shared values. 

 

Mission Objective 3.1:  Collaborate with Australia to address regional security and 

economic challenges and encourage resilience in the face of increasing threats 

 

Justification:  Australia is our closest Indo-Pacific ally and a lynchpin of U.S. strategy. Our 

Alliance provides substantial diplomatic, economic, and defense support for U.S. leadership 

across a range of issues. This is particularly important as China seeks to displace the United 

States in the region, expand the reaches of its state-driven economic model, and reorder the 

region to be more China- centric. We will work with the Government of Australia to increase 

cooperation on countering rogue states and strategic competitors and address other regional 

security challenges; address the threat of the DPRK; maintain robust contributions to 

international security operations; broaden collaboration to combat terrorism and violent 

extremism; and strengthen cybersecurity. 

 

Mission Objective 3.2: Improve bilateral coordination to achieve better results in the Pacific 

Islands and multilateral fora 

 

Justification:  Fragile economies, political instability, and extra-regional coercive economic 

diplomacy in the Pacific islands present strategic, humanitarian, and economic risks. 

Australia’s recently articulated Pacific strategy and strong interest in multilateral approaches 

and international organizations provides a useful framework to address these issues in the 

region. 
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Mission Objective 3.3:  Increase public support for U.S. and Australian leadership in a 

secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific that is free from economic and military coercion 

 

Justification:  Australia is the United States’ most important ally in the Pacific.  As such, 

U.S. and Australian leadership is critical to advancing partnerships and programs in support 

of a “free and open” Indo-Pacific. Recent public polling found a lack of Australian 

confidence in the United States’ ability to lead on global and regional issues. In order to 

increase public support for both U.S. and Australian leadership, the U.S. Mission to Australia 

will support public outreach, programs and activities that promote 1) U.S. leadership in the 

Indo-Pacific, 2) U.S.- Australian joint activities in the Indo-Pacific, 3) regional connectivity 

and infrastructure projects led by the U.S. and Australia, and 4) programs that support the rule 

of law, good governance, and shared democratic values in the Indo-Pacific. 

 

  4. Management Objectives 

 

Management Objective 1:  Provide safe, secure, and adequate facilities to 

support Mission objectives  

Justification:  Mission Australia continues to grow because of the expanding alliance and 

shared efforts to block malign influence in the region.  The resulting increase in State and 

other agency personnel Mission-wide requires that we improve and expand our infrastructure 

to meet these requirements. Our most urgent need is additional office space in Canberra that 

meets SECCA requirements and provides an optimum collaborative environment.  The Lease 

Fit-Out (LFO) Project in Sydney is already nearing completion and will provide post with 

much needed office space to accommodate a rapidly growing USDH contingent, as well as 

modernize our available equipment and infrastructure, improving our collaborative working 

environment and allowing us to engage the community more effectively.  Melbourne and 

Perth’s current facilities suffers from several major security and safety deficiencies which can 

only be fully remediated through new construction.   

 


